
We came to give ... yet were given so much!

Nine months ago, filled with many emotions (including the sadness of 
saying our goodbyes), our adventure began when we flew into a new 
world. What would await us? Would we be able to handle everything?

We did know for certain that God would be with us as we served HIM 
in Taiwan as helpers at Bethesda ~ Home for Challenged Children 
and Adults. We wanted to do big things for God, including showing the 
children HIS love, serving HIM and being changed by HIM. Looking 

back, we experienced that it is often not the 
big things that matter or make life seem 
important or meaningful. It’s often the little 
things through which God’s love shines. 

God’s love radiated in many ways: Children 
joyfully anticipating events and talking about 
them daily; a speech-impaired boy finding 

so many words in his prayer before a meal that 
he can hardly stop; another boy, who waited until his “little sister” had 
finished her homework, before joining the others already at the table for 
the meal.

It’s natural to wish that God would use us to do something big, but in 
Taiwan, we experienced that it is possible to enjoy just being a witness of 
what HE does and how good HE is. We saw how God’s love is a natural 
part of life at Bethesda. Isn’t this wonderful? Every life can be a testimony 
of HIS love.

One day we told the parable of the lost coin and that God loves us so 
much and is searching for us like the woman searching for the coin. One 
boy prayed: “Lord, I know you love us much more than that woman loves 
the coin.” It’s simple, but true: God sees us as precious treasures and we 
can testify to that.

We came to Bethesda to serve God, but actually, HE sent us here, richly 
blessing us daily. We wanted to serve and give, but we received much 
more from HIM. We look back in awe and see what HE has done and 
how HE used us in HIS kingdom. Bethesda will always remain in our 
hearts and prayers. 

Summer/Fall 2018

Dear Prayer-Partners,

Calvin and Hobbes is an old comic strip 
I’ve learned to appreciate. Calvin is a little 
impetuous boy and Hobbes is his stuffed 
animal tiger. One of Calvin’s classic lines has 
become a favorite of mine. 

“God put me on this earth to accomplish a certain number of things.
Right now I am so far behind that I will never die.”

There are days when I really feel like that, but by far, these words by 
the Apostle Paul from Acts 20:24 strike a greater chord of resolution, 
determination and perseverance in my heart:

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me;
my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task 

the Lord Jesus has given me ~
the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.

We have only one life. It has been purchased for all Eternity with a 
price ~ the high price of the blood of Christ ~ and therefore my life is 
not my own. It belongs to Him. Its true worth is found only in pleasing 
Him, finishing the course He has ordained, and accomplishing His 
mission for me. To testify to the Gospel of God’s grace is my personal 
aim, and the aim of our staff and missionaries who serve with Liberty 
Corner Mission.

In this issue of BRIDGES, we see how the Pfeiffers travelled to the 
tsunami area proclaiming God’s grace, and returned home so deeply 
blessed themselves. Likewise, two short-term missionaries from 
Germany helping in Bethesda, Taiwan, thought they were only going 
to serve, but came home realizing that, by God’s grace, they themselves 
had been served by Him and others. By that same grace, baptisms took 
place in two of our churches as reported by Karl Schulz and Rie Miura. 
May all these reports encourage your own hearts!

Thank you, dear prayer warriors and supporters, for accomplishing the 
task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace through partnering 
with Liberty Corner Mission. May YOU be touched and sustained by 
God’s grace as you carry out your mission for Him! 

Sister Maria Baha
Director, LCM USA   www.LCMissionUSA.com
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Liberty Corner Mission, established in 1935, is the foreign mission arm of 
Fellowship Deaconry Ministries, Liberty Corner, New Jersey. Serving in Taiwan 
and Japan since 1951, we preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, hold high the Cross, 
make disciples and plant churches, that God might be worshipped and glorified.

Summer/Fall 2018
Taiwan
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All gifts are tax-deductible. Receipts will be sent in early 2019. See our website for Online Giving.
Liberty  Corner  Mission USA    PO Box 204    Liberty Corner, New Jersey    07938-0204     USA     

Liberty Corner Mission CANADA    315 Northlake Drive    Waterloo, Ontario    N2V 1W5     CANADA

Sophia Heck and Jana Herrmann 
are Short-Term Missionaries 

sent from Marburger Mission, Germany.
They served with 

Sister Monika Gottschild 
in Hualien, Taiwan, 

from August 2017 to July 2018.  
Read how God has ministered 

to them and through them!



Standing near the ocean in Sendai on that 
beautiful Sunday morning in April 2018, 
we could not stop praising the Lord! It was 
our joy to worship with the little flock that 
had officially begun having services just 
one month earlier. For years, we had been 
praying for the church planting efforts of our 
Tokyo church that had sent out Shinya and 
Michiyo Fujita to minister there full-time. 

Among our group of seven was Mr. N, who 
wished to accompany his wife, a Christian from our church in Kobe. We 
had explained to him that this was a church 
trip with a focus on mission and evangelism. 
Although Mr. N has rarely attended a church 
service, he gladly came with us. 

On Saturday, Mr. N enjoyed watching his 
wife perform in a Bible puppet skit during the 
children’s program. In the Sunday service, 
he heard testimonies from two members of 
our church of how they had experienced the 
1995 earthquake in Kobe. After lunch, four attendees from the Sendai 
congregation shared their stories of how they had suffered from the 2011 
earthquake and tsunami devastation, in which nearly 16,000 people died, 
and almost 3,000 are still missing. The following day, a family invited us 
to their home that had been severely damaged by the tsunami. Our visit 
with this family gave us a glimpse into the suffering and loss that many 
people in this northern region of Japan had experienced. Together we 
prayed for healing in the name of our Lord. 

Although Mr. N is a man of few words, we could sense that Jesus had 
touched him. Our prayer for our group from Kobe was that we would 
share comfort and encouragement to the people in Sendai, but we soon 
realized that we were recipients of God’s blessing through them! Please 
pray with us that Mr. N will positively respond to the call of Jesus as 
stated in Revelation 3:20, “Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in…”

Thank you very much for your continuous prayers and support for us and 
for our churches in Japan. 

Andy and Shoko Pfeiffer have served at Yamanomachi Christian 
Church in northern Kobe since April 2009. What a joy it is for them               
to grow Christians in the congregation whose light is shining brightly 
through the darkness of Japan!

This Spring we had the special joy of baptizing a 
young woman who had been attending our worship 
service since 2016. I had asked you to pray for 
Tomoyo two years ago, and God has heard and 
answered! Thank you!

Tomoyo was introduced to the Lord through her 
college professor. This teacher was very kind. She 
said she had never before met such a caring person. 
One day she asked him why on earth he was so kind 
to her. He explained that forgiveness through Jesus’ blood and God’s love 
for every one of us had changed his life. Her response to that explanation 
was that she was not worthy of that kind of love. She was skeptical of such 
love, and felt unworthy. She thought that God ought to choose a more 
worthy person to save. She also felt it was weakness on her part, and a 
personal inadequacy of hers to believe in God. She was determined to live 
life on her own.

After graduating from her school, Tomoyo faced a variety of difficulties and 
came to realize the following:

“Despite my ignorance and indifference to God, 
He does love me unconditionally. Presently 
I am working in the field of Special Needs 
Education, helping the mentally challenged. 
I did not appreciate this job in the beginning, 
and this caused me much inner conflict. Finally 
I realized that it was not I who was serving 
these challenged people, but God inside of me. It was this realization that 
encouraged me to get baptized.

“Getting baptized itself was not an easy decision, considering my family 
situation. Then I read Philippians 4:6-7, 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 

and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

“This helped me to believe, put everything into His hands, and get 
baptized. Please pray that my family will become believers in Jesus.”

Currently Tomoyo is a zealous member of our congregation and helps other 
people in our church. We very much appreciate your continuous prayer 
and support for our ministry in Awara! 

Rie Miura lives in Awara, Fukui Prefecture, about five hours by 
train from Tokyo. While praying that a church planter would be sent 
to her rural hometown, God called Rie to do that very task! For the 
past several years, she and her co-worker, Kazue Tanaka, have been 
in Awara building His Church.

On Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018, 
we had the privilege of baptizing 
Shu Tsusao, a sixteen year-old 
high school student who has been 
connected to our church since his 
mother was saved about 10 years 
ago. She had become increasingly 
more worried about him, because 
she was unable to control him or 
even have civil conversation with 
him. Tsusao’s twin brother has always been more compliant, and 
seemed to be more in tune with his mother and with things of the 
Lord. At the urging of their father, who spends most of his time 
living and working in China (like over a million other Taiwanese), 
the three of them did come to church on a regular basis, but at 
least in Tsusao’s case, without much apparent enthusiasm.

That changed several weeks ago when his mother called me one 
night at 10:30 and told me that her son was asking to be baptized. 
Tsuao’s request came without any previous indication that he had 
been seriously considering matters of faith, but after talking to 
him, I could tell that some kind of deep change really had taken 
place. When I told Tsusao about our normal protocol of baptismal 

preparation, I wasn’t sure how he would react, 
but he immediately agreed to follow it. During 
these preparatory classes, I discovered that he 
had recently come to a place where he knew 
that his sins were forgiven, and he wanted 
to express that publicly. There had been no 
major heartbreak, no health problems, no 
new challenges in his life. It reminds me of the 
Scripture, “At just the right time, I heard 
you. On the day of salvation, I helped 
you. Indeed, the ‘right time’ is now. 
Today is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2) 

Upon hearing of Tsusao’s change of heart, his 
father made a special trip back to Taiwan to 
attend his son’s baptism. What a celebration 
that was! Since Tsusao’s baptism, his brother 

now attends our baptismal preparation classes. Thank you for 
praying with us that he may soon be born again! 

Karl and Kathy Schulz, in Taiwan since 1993, serve in 
Taoyuan, near Taipei. Karl is a church planter and Field 
Leader of LCM Taiwan. Karl and Kathy have three children, 
Aurora, Ben (married to Yvonne) and David.

Japan JapanTaiwan

Rie MiuraKarl and Kathy SchulzAndy and Shoko 
Pfeiffer


